Interval and postabortal contraception with the frameless GyneFix.
Intrauterine contraceptive devices (IUDs) have not suffered from the same negative influences in the developing world as in the first world. The method has too many basic advantages to be gainsaid including, most importantly, that it has the lowest lifetime cost of any effective method of contraception, and that user compliance is not an issue once the device is in place. However, the global community is not immune from trends that are seen in selected industrialized countries. Today, better methods of contraception are requested and the discomforts associated with earlier models of IUD, which were once acceptable, are less so today. Faced with the side-effects of oral contraception and the high cost in developing countries, many women who have completed their families undergo surgical sterilization as the only long-term method available to them, notwithstanding severe cultural and economic reservations about doing so. The development of the frameless device is a response to the growing need to develop high-performing, long-acting, reversible and acceptable contraceptives with a high continuation of use and to respond to the urgent need to reverse the legacy of neglect of immediate postabortal family planning.